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MINUTES 
   

Attendance:   
Randy Church, Chairman    
Mike LaBrose, Vice Chairman    
Jeff Branch, Commissioner    
Donnie Potter, Commissioner    
Robbie Wilkie, Commissioner    
David Lackey, County Attorney    
Donald Duncan, County Manager    
Abby Rich, County Clerk    

Call to Order 

Chairman Church called the May 8th, 2023 Board of Commissioners Meeting to order at 6:04 
PM. 

 

Public Comment Period 

There were no individuals signed up for public comment. 
 

Invocation 

Michael Medlock, Senior Pastor at Resurrection Hope Church of God, provided the invocation 
in the form of a song. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Commissioner Robbie Wilkie led the Pledge of Allegiance for those in attendance. 
 

Agenda Amendments from the Board, Manager & Public 

There were no amendments made to the agenda. 
Vice-Chairman LaBrose made the motion to accept the agenda as presented by the County 
Manager. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Agenda Items 
 

1. Moving Mountains Award- Foothills Robotics 6888 

The Moving Mountains Award was presented to Foothills Robotics 6888 members 
Aiden Pepoli, Ian Martinichio, Aaron Martinichio, Aubree Hearn, and Lillian Sebastian. 

 
County Manager Donald Duncan spoke first, acknowledging the perseverance of the 
group after their robot was damaged on the way home from the first competition. The 
County Manager also noted that the accomplishments of individuals who play sports 
are often acknowledged, but individuals who excel in the areas of technology or arts do 
not often receive the acknowledgement that they deserve. 

 
Commissioner Wilkie spoke next, stating that their determination not to give up after 
their robot was damaged spoke volumes to him about the character of these 
individuals. Commissioner Wilkie continued by saying he is expecting great things to 
come from this team for Caldwell County and he also mentioned that the teams that 
Foothills Robotics 6888 compete against have large sponsors, while this team works 
with the funds they are given through donations. Commissioner Wilkie concluded by 
saying that the individuals on this team were well deserving of this award. 

 

2. Public Safety Professionals Month 

Chief Dino DiBernardi came to the podium to present a proclamation that requests May 
of 2023 to be declared as Public Safety Professionals Month. Chief DiBernardi read the 
proclamation to those in attendance. 
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Chairman Church made the motion to adopt the proclamation. 
Commissioner Potter took the opportunity to say thank you to all of the first responders 
for what they do. Commissioner Wilkie and Vice Chairman LaBrose also offer 
sentiments and thanks to first responders. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 

3. Public Safety Professionals Month Awards 

Chief Of Emergency Services, Dino Dibernardi, presented the "Of the Year" 
awards to: EMS Employee of the Year – Ethan Miller (Paramedic) 
EMS Paramedic of the Year – Makayla Murphy 
(Paramedic) EMS Officer of the Year – George Durfor 
(Captain) 
EMS Rookie of the Year – Kate Johnson 
Tim Miller Award for Excellence in Patient Care – Paul Williams 
(Paramedic) Communications Telecommunicator of the Year – Bailey 
Quick Communications Call Taker of the Year – Dawn Hardin 
Communications Supervisor of the Year – Ryan Dula 
Communications Employee of the Year – Dawn Hardin 
Fire & Emergency Management Employee of the Year – Michael Parnell (Captain) 

 
EMS Chief Jonathan Cooke presented the Cardiac Arrest Save Awards to: 
Amber Outlaw, Brian Crump, Abby Davis, Taylor Fredericks, Joe Petrone, Makenzie 
Thompson, Daniel Lynam, Jessica Dillard, Kenny Hall, Sarah Pennell, Brooke Rozier, 
Justin Glenn, and Josh Welker. 

 
Others recognized for action on a call were Chrissy Hopkins, Sydney Younce, David 
Crouse, and April Bivens. 

 

4. Clerks to the Board of County Commissioners Week 

Chairman Church read the proclamation for Clerk's to the Board of Commissioners 
Week for those in attendance. 
The Commissioners expressed their gratitude to County Clerk, Abby Rich. 
Commissioner Potter made the motion to adopt the proclamation as read. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 

5. Older Americans Month 

DSS Director Will Wakefield and Beverly Ruppard came to the podium to present a 
proclamation for Older Americans Month. Ms. Ruppard read the proclamation to those 
in attendance. 
Commissioner Branch made the motion to adopt the proclamation. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Consent 

Chairman Church turned the meeting over to the County Manager to present the items on the 
Consent Agenda. 

 

6. Budget Revision - Survey for Cajah's Mountain EMS Base 

This item approves a survey of the property purchased to house a new EMS Base in 
Cajah's Mtn. $15,000 will be moved from the Animal Care Shelter capital project funds 
to cover this cost. 

 

7. Budget Revision and Project Ordinance for Evergreen Industrial Park 

This revision moves $400,000 from building reuse funds and a $50,000 contribution 
from the Town of Sawmills into the Capital Project Fund. 

 

8. Reappointment of Members to the LEPC 

Several of the members of the LEPC were overdue for appointment. Reappointment 
was requested for: Jordan Cramer, UNC Healthcare; Frank Gordon, Community 
Group-CERT; Brendan Jacks, JBS; Reid Roper, MDI; Aaron Berwick, RPM; Robin 
Nicholson, Duke Energy; Gary Sparks, Hazmat Private Contractor; Jon Rogers, 
Corporate Member; Patty Nelson, Greenway Transportation. 

 

9. Release to Dispose of Real Property 

The Board of Commissioners are afforded the first right to purchase property from 
Caldwell County Schools. This release allows Caldwell County Schools to sell the 
property that was formerly West Lenoir Elementary. 

 

10. Ratification of GREAT Grant Agreement 



 

 
781 

 

 

The GREAT Grant agreement was previously signed and needed to be ratified. The 
County Manager reviewed the specifics of this agreement with the Board and noted 
that while some of the broadband will expand into Alexander County, Caldwell will only 
match the portion that is located in Caldwell County. 

 

11. Approval of Minutes from April 10, 2023 Meeting 

Approval of the April 10th, 2023 Board of Commissioners Meeting was requested. 
 

Vice-Chairman LaBrose made the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Adjourn 

With there being no more business to attend to, Commissioner Potter made the motion to 
adjourn at 6:49PM. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
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