
 

 

 
MINUTES 

Attendance:  
 
Randy T. Church, Chairman 
Jeff Branch, Commissioner 
Patrick Starnes, Commissioner 
Wayne Rash, Interim County Manager 
Destin Hall, County Attorney 
Abby Rich, County Clerk  

Call to Order 
Chairman Church called the March 10, 2025, Board of Commissioners meeting to order at 
6:03 PM. 

Public Comment Period 
Ernest Watson was the first to come to the podium. Mr. Watson expressed that he is upset 
about the current Noise Ordinance. Mr. Watson had the Sheriff's Office called on him for a 
complaint about him shooting guns on his property. Mr. Watson said the Noise Ordinance is 
too vague and asked the Commissioners to consider amending it. 

 
Jesse Wallace was next to come to the podium. As a resident, Mr. Wallace is upset about 
trash along the roadsides on Abington Rd. and Beecher Anderson Rd in Lenoir. Mr. Wallace 
would like to see this area cleaned up. 

 
Justin Boyd was the last to come to the podium. Mr. Boyd is upset about the tax value 
increases with the revaluation. He expressed his challenges with speaking to the tax office. 

Invocation 
Chairman Church returned the meeting to regular session at 6:10 PM. 

 
Pastor Rocket Barber of Anchor Church came to the podium to provide the invocation for 
those in attendance. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Commissioner Branch led the Pledge of Allegiance for those in attendance. 

Agenda Amendments from the Board, Manager & Public 
Interim County Manager Wayne Rash informed the Board of one amendment. This 
amendment would remove Item 4 to move to April's regular meeting. 
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Commissioner Branch made the motion to accept the agenda. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda Items 
 

1. Retirement of K-9 Pancho 
Captain Derek Philyaw came to the podium and read the resolution for the retirement of K9 Pancho. 
Commissioner Starnes made the motion to adopt the resolution. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

2. Retirement of K-9 Angie 
Captain Derek Philyaw came to the podium and read the resolution for the retirement 
of K9 Angie. 
Chairman Church made the motion to adopt the resolution. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

3. Line Worker Appreciation Day 
Chairman Church read the proclamation for Line Worker Appreciation Day. 
Commissioner Branch made the motion to adopt the proclamation. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Robin Nichols with Duke Energy came to the podium to provide remarks about line 
workers. Ms. Nichols also awarded a check for a Disaster Preparedness Grant to 
Caldwell Emergency Management in the amount of $25,000. 

4. Dr. Lim- Presentation to Family 
This item was removed and moved to the April 14, 2025 meeting agenda. 

5. RHA Behavioral Health Urgent Care 
The presenters were not present for the meeting. 

6. Caldwell County Housing Plan 
Economic Development Director Ashley Bolick came to the podium to introduce Alison 
Adams with WPCOG. 

Ms. Adams reviewed the Caldwell County Housing Plan presentation. 

Consent 
Chairman Church turned the meeting to Interim County Manager Wayne Rash to review the 
Consent Agenda. 

7. Golden Leaf Grant Administration Contract 
Economic Development requested the approval of the Golden Leaf Grant 
Administration Contract with the WPCOG. 

8. Golden Leaf - Airport Due Diligence Agreement 
Economic Development requested the approval of the Golden Leaf Airport Due 
Diligence Agreement. 

9. Sales Tax Reinvestment Agreement 
Economic Development requested the approval of the Sales Tax Reinvestment 



 

Agreement between Caldwell County and the local municipalities. 

10. WPCOG Agreement for Code Enforcement Services 
WPCOG requested approval of the updated contract for Code Enforcement Services. 

 
11. DSS- Request for Four Part-Time Staff Members 

DSS requested 4 part-time temporary SW III positions to assist with permanency case 
management while recruiting and training. 

12. 911 Fund Balance Correction 
The budget revisions allows the County to move $28,895 from the general fund to the 
911 fund to correct the balance for disallowed expenses. 

13. Gamewell Sewer Fund 
This budget revision in the amount of $30,000 allows the County to increase its line 
items for both revenue and expense related to Gamewell Sewer. These funds are a 
flow through for the County. 

14. Building Inspections Position 
Building Inspections requested to fill an open position. 

15. Animal Care and Enforcement- Use of Donated Funds for Rabies Vaccines 
Animal Care and Enforcement is requesting to use $1,800 in donated funds for an 
upcoming rabies vaccine clinic. 

16. Health Department- Agreement Addendum for Professional Fees and Supplies 
The Health Department received agreement addendum funds totaling $11,531. This 
budget revision allows these funds to be spent on professional fees and supplies. 

17. Health Department- Exam Table Purchase 
This budget revision in the amount of $10,005.40 allows the Health Department to 
purchase an exam table. 

18. Sheriff's Office- Vehicle Purchase 
This budget revision in the amount of $5,600 allows the Sheriff's Office to trade in an 
old undercover vehicle for a new one. This revision is funded by Federal Asset Seizure 
funds 

19. Sheriff's Office- Wrecked Vehicle Replacement 
This budget revision in amount of $68,716.00 allows for the purchase of a new patrol 
vehicle to replace one that was wrecked and declared a total loss. 

20. Ratify Winter Storm State of Emergency Ending Date 
The ending date of the Winter Storm is January 24, 2025, at 0800 hours. This decision 
needed to be ratified by the Board. 

21. Appointments of ETJ Members to Sawmills Planning Board 
Adam Wilson and Jeffrey Plummer requested appointment as ETJ members for the 
Town of Sawmills Planning Board. 

22. Approval of 2025 Tri-County Speedway Event Calendar 



Tri-County Speedway requested approval of its 2025 event calendar. 

23. Approval of Minutes from February 10, 2025, Meeting
The approval of the February 10, 2025, meeting minutes is requested.

Commissioner Starnes made the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.
The motion carried unanimously.

Closed Session 
Chairman Church made the motion to enter into closed session to consult with the Board's 
attorney to preserve the attorney/client privilege as provided in NCGS 143-318.11.a (3), to 
discuss matters relating to the expansion of location of industries or other businesses in 
Caldwell County as provided in NCGS 143-318.11.a (4), to discuss matters relating to 
personnel as provided in NCGS 143-318.11.a (6) at 6:53 PM. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn 
With there being no more business to attend to, Commissioner Branch made the motion to 
adjourn at 8:54 PM. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
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